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Charging Policy

Glenfrome Primary School
Charging Policy

1 Introduction

11 Glenfrome Primary School believes that all our pupils should have an equal
opportunity to benefit from school activities and visits, independent of their
Parents’/Carers’ financial means. There are some valuable educational activities which the
school cannot provide without seeking some financial support from Parents/Carers. Without
that financial support, the school would find it quite impossible to maintain the quality and
breadth of the educational programme currently provided for pupils. The school's concern is
to keep financial contributions to a reasonable minimum. This Charging Policy describes
how we will do our best to ensure a good range of visits and activities is offered and, at the
same time, try to minimise the financial barriers which may prevent some pupils taking full
advantage of the opportunities. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the
National Curriculum with the exception of swimming and individual or group music tuition
provided and delivered by a peripatetic teacher.

2 Voluntary contributions

2.1 When organising school trips or visits which enrich the curriculum and educational
experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All
contributions are voluntary. If insufficient voluntary contributions are received then the trip may
be cancelled.

2.2 If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or
unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip
or activity without discrimination, irrespective of contribution circumstances. Sometimes the
school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents have a right to know how
each trip is funded. The school provides this information on request.

2.3 The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require
voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This
list is not exhaustive:

e visits to museums;

e sporting activities which require transport expenses;

e outdoor adventure activities;

e visits to the theatre;

e musical events.

3 Residential visits

3.1 Glenfrome Primary School now runs two residential trips per year, in Year 4 and Year
6. Parents who receive benefits, or are on low income may be exempt from payment.
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3.2 Parents/Carers will be given advanced notice of proposed residential visit
opportunities together with an early indication of charges and voluntary contribution
requests and staged payments will be arranged where contributions are significant.

4 Music tuition

4.1 All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge
for this.

4.2 There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the

National Curriculum. The peripatetic music teachers teach individual or small group lessons.

We make a charge for these lessons. We will give parents information about additional
music tuition at the start of each academic year.

5 Swimming

5.1 The school organises swimming lessons for children in Key Stage 2. These take place
in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We charge for this activity to cover
the cost of the coach, and the charges from the swimming pool. This charge is a voluntary
contribution and no child misses out if their parents or carers can’t pay.

6 Sport

6.1 The school offers additional sports coaching within school time. Qualified coaches,
who are not members of the school staff, run and organise these sessions. We do not make
a charge for these sessions.

7 Breakages

7.1 In case of wilful or malicious damage to equipment or breakages, or loss of schools
books or equipment on loan to pupils the Headteacher in consultation with the Chair of the
Governing Body may decide to make a charge for cost incurred. Each incident will be dealt

with on its own merits and at their discretion.

8 General
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