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1. Introduction 
Glenfrome Primary School aims to support the local authority and ensure that all children 
who are unable to attend school due to health needs (and who would not receive suitable 
education without such provision), continue to have access to as much education as their 
medical condition allows, enabling them to reach their full potential. Due to the nature of 
their health needs, some children may be admitted to hospital or placed in alternative forms 
of education provision. We recognise that, whenever possible, pupils should receive their 
education within their own school and the aim of any other provision will usually be to 
reintegrate pupils back into school as soon as they are well enough. We understand that we 
have a continuing role in a pupil’s education whilst they are not attending the school and 
will work with the local authority, healthcare partners and families to ensure that all 
children with health needs receive the right level of support to enable them to maintain 
links with their education within school.  

2.  Aims 
This policy aims to ensure that: 

• Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend school due to 
health needs 

• Pupils, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for, when this 
education is being provided by the local authority 

3. Legislation and guidance 
The Local Authority has a duty set out in Section 19 of the Education Act 1996 and in the 
2013 statutory guidance: 

 ‘Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs’ 
(DfE, 2013). www.education.gov/g00219676/special-health-needs-education 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.tyjcwt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.1fob9te
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.3znysh7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5DBUENM6ffmyG1BOaeWpEKka5BCPSA1iEryZyn2LKc/edit?ts=5fc8b979#heading=h.3znysh7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
http://www.education.gov/g00219676/special-health-needs-education


The Equality Act 2010 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents  is also an important 
part of the legal framework around children and young people with significant medical 
needs. 

This policy is also based on guidance provided by our local 
Authority:  https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer   

4. The responsibilities of the School and the Local Authority 
4.1 If the School makes arrangements 

Initially, the School will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for 
children with health needs who cannot attend school.  This may include: 

• A personalised or part-time timetable, drafted in consultation with the 
Headteacher/SENCO 

• Access to additional support in school 
• Online access to the curriculum from home 
• Movement of lessons to more accessible rooms where possible 
• Places to rest at school  
• Special exam arrangements to manage anxiety or fatigue 

4.2 If the local authority makes arrangements 

If the school can’t make suitable arrangements, Bristol Local Authority will become 
responsible for arranging suitable education for these children often through the use of the 
Bristol Hospital Education Service (BHES). 

If this is the case, then BHES will provide:  

• Access to education support in line with statutory guidance that is aimed at 
increasing the student’s engagement with full time provision.  

• Termly reviews of student’s progress including teacher assessments.  
• Support to students on their reintegration into school.  
• A lead worker to liaise with the named school based key worker.  
• Liaison with the service exams officer where necessary. BHES service level 

agreement 2020 21 (2) 3 
• Details of the support provided by pupil premium funding if this funding is passed 

from the school to BHES 

 
In cases where the local authority makes arrangements, the School will: 

• Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and 
parents to ensure the best outcomes for the pupil and provide a key worker who 
with the BHES or other professional lead worker will coordinate the Support Plan 
and monitor the student’s progress 

• Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required 
• Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 
• Place the student on SEN support with regards to the SEN code of practice (If the 

student does not have an EHCP)  
• Convene and plan any annual review meetings for students with an EHCP 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer


• Provide any appropriate resources relating to the student’s education 
• Pay examination entry fees and make arrangements for examinations, including 

providing invigilation and the application for any exam concessions, commissioning 
any required testing 

• Make arrangements for any national assessment procedures 
• Provide suitable tutoring and mentoring facilities when BHES staff or other involved 

professionals are working on their site 
• Understand that they retain primary responsibility for safeguarding the student and 

keeping a record of attendance 
• Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and 

that the child can be reintegrated back into School successfully 
• When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 
• Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the 

school, allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they 
would have used in school as far as possible 

• Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, 
invitations to events or internet links to lessons/online learning) 

• Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 

 
 

4.3 Provision 

The LA provides a variety of educational options tailored to meet the individual needs of the 
pupil. The LA must not withhold or reduce the provision, or type of provision, for a child 
because of how much it will cost. Arrangements are flexible and reviewed regularly to 
ensure that they remain appropriate. Teachers work in partnership with pupils, parents/ 
carers, schools, medical and educational professionals to ensure the best possible outcome 
for each pupil.  

The precise nature of provision will be determined and agreed with the on roll school at the 
initial multi agency meeting, it will then be recorded on a support plan. In all cases where 
BHES is involved they will provide education provision determined by the students health 
situation, with the aim being to increase engagement with school based education. The 
primary aim in all cases should be a return to their mainstream school. 

Examples of some arrangements that may be appropriate:   

Full or part time education at a Key Stage 2 PRU   

Tuition in the Hospital Classroom for some pupils who are living at home but whose health 
issues preclude them from attending their host school.   

Tuition, when appropriate, for children and young people who are resident on the 
Children’s Ward. This may take place at the bedside or in the hospital classroom.   

Home Tuition is only provided for pupils who are unable to engage with any group provision 
within the educational sector.  

Tutor/tutors from the Hospital and Home Teaching Team is/are assigned to the pupil. If 
children receive one-to-one tuition, the hours of face-to-face provision are reduced as the 
provision is more concentrated.   



Some children receiving Home Tuition have regular admissions to hospital for treatment, 
such as chemotherapy. If consent is given by the consultant the tutor will deliver sessions 
during their hospital stay.   

Some children will receive a variety of styles of tuition to enable them to access specialist 
learning facilities and prepare them for reintegration into a PRU setting or a return to their 
host school.  

Public examinations - Arrangements are made for children to sit public examinations, at an 
appropriate level, if a consultant feels this is in the child’s best interest. Appropriate access 
arrangements will be organised in agreement with the host school. 

The education of children with life limiting and terminal illness - The LA will continue to 
provide education for as long as the pupil's parents and the medical staff wish it. If the pupil 
and parents wish to withdraw from education their wishes will usually be respected if the 
decision is supported by medical advice. 

 
5. Reintegration  

When a pupil is considered well enough to return to school, the school will develop a 
tailored reintegration plan in collaboration with the local authority.  

The school will work with the local authority when reintegration into school is anticipated to 
plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside school.  If 
needed members of the Hospital and Home Teaching Team may work alongside a pupil 
when they are returning to school so a good handover takes place and the pupil feels 
confident in their return. 

 As far as possible, the child will be able to access the curriculum and materials that they 
would have used in school.  

Where appropriate, the school nurse will be involved in the development of the pupil’s 
reintegration plan and informed of the timeline of the plan by the member of staff working 
with the child and their family, to ensure they can prepare to offer any appropriate support 
to the pupil.  

The school will consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made to provide 
suitable access to the school and the curriculum for the pupil.  

For longer absences, the reintegration plan will be developed near to the pupil’s likely date 
of return, to avoid putting unnecessary pressure on an ill pupil or their parents in the early 
stages of their absence.  

The school is aware that some pupils will need gradual reintegration over a long period of 
time and will always consult with the pupil, their parents and key staff about concerns, 
medical issues, timing and the preferred pace of return.  In many cases a gradual 
reintegration will take place with a reduced timetable.  

A reintegration plan is likely to include:   

• The date for planned reintegration, once known.  
•  Details of meetings to discuss reintegration.   
• Details of the named member of staff who has responsibility for the pupil.   
• Clearly stated responsibilities and the rights of all those involved.   



• Details of social contacts, including the involvement of peers and mentors during the 
transition period.  A programme of small goals leading up to reintegration.  

The school will ensure a welcoming environment is developed and encourage pupils and 
staff to be positive and proactive during the reintegration period.  

6. Children Missing Education 
Our school will add and delete pupils from roll in line with the law. The school will follow 
Bristol City Council’s Children Missing Education (CME) guidance, and make CME and Pupil 
Tracking referrals as appropriate. The school will seek advice from the Children Missing 
Education Officer if unsure about any individual cases: 
childrenmissingeducation@bristol.gov.uk 

 
Children Missing Education due to Medical Grounds - certified unfit to return to school 
before the end of Y11: 

Definition: A child has been certified by the school’s medical officer as not being in a fit state 
of health to attend school before ceasing to be of compulsory school age. Please note this 
criterion is rarely met. In most cases the school would liaise directly with Bristol Hospital 
Education Service (BHES) and the pupil would remain on the school roll. The pupil would be 
dual registered whilst accessing support from BHES; in these circumstances the dual 
registration criterion then applies. On the rare occasion that the school receives written 
confirmation from a medical officer (usually a Consultant, but it cannot be a GP), that the 
pupil is unlikely to be fit to attend school due to medical reasons before ceasing to be of 
compulsory school age and neither the pupil or the parent/carer have indicated an intention 
to continue the pupil’s education at the school post-compulsory school age, then the 
following actions must be undertaken.  

School Action: 

The school should make enquiries to establish that the pupil and/or the parent/carer have 
no intention for the pupil to continue their education at the school post-compulsory school 
age.   

If this has been appropriately confirmed with medical professionals as above, the school 
must complete BCC’s online grounds for deletion notification form. 

7. Monitoring arrangements 
This policy will be reviewed annually in line with the DfE advice and at every review, it will 
be approved by the full governing board. 

8. Links to other policies 
This policy links to the following policies: 

• Accessibility plan 

• SEND Policy 

• Admissions Policy 

 

mailto:childrenmissingeducation@bristol.gov.uk

