Glenfrome
Primary School

Collective Worship Policy

(This policy refers to the 1988 Education Reform Act and Bristol SACRE guidance on Collective Worship 2012)

Date adopted: 15™ March 2010

@ :Ll;r;:zn“ This policy is underpinned by the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).
SCHOOLS

The UNCRC states that every child has the right to choose their own religion and beliefs (Article
14) and to practice their own culture, language and religion (Article 30).

UNITED KINGDOM

Article 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion) Every child has the right to think and believe what they choose and also to
practise their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of
parents to guide their child as they grow up.

Article 30 (children from minority or indigenous groups) Every child has the right to learn and use the lanquage, customs and religion of their family,
whether or not these are shared by the majority of the people in the country where they live.

History of most recent policy changes

Date Page Next review date Who is responsible?
Mar 2012 FGB

Mar 2012 Mar 2014 FGB

Jan 2014 Jan 2016 S&A

Feb 2016 Feb 2018 S&A

Feb 2018

Nov 2018 Cover, 1,2 May 2021 S&A

April 2021 1 April 2023 S&A

Nov ’18 — edits to all sections but notably: RR articles added to front cover, What is collective worship (p1), Legal requirements
and right to withdraw added (p2)
April "21 — added how Collective Worship may occur during COVID restrictions.



Policy for Collective Worship

What is Collective Worship?

School collective worship should be a community enhancing experience that is enjoyable, relevant to the lives of pupils and is of a character
that opens the hearts and minds of children to the wonder of life. School collective worship incorporates worship in the traditional sense and
also the exploration and celebration of shared values and understanding enhancing the moral and spiritual development of the pupils. School
collective worship should be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’, meaning that worship should reflect the broad traditions of
Christian belief. It is not necessary for every act of worship to be of this character, but the majority of acts must be so. An act of worship that
is broadly Christian need not contain only Christian material provided that, taken as a whole, it reflects the traditions of Christian belief. Acts
of worship should take into account pupils’ ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds.

The Aims of Collective Worship at Glenfrome Primary School:
e To dedicate time for the school community to come together.
e To foster a sense of belonging and a sharing of values.
e To celebrate success.
e To be fully inclusive and respectful of each other’s beliefs.
e To develop the community cohesion of the school.
e To further everyone's understanding of our multicultural community.

Worship may be expressed by:
o Interaction between ourselves and the world around us
o Words, silences, music, actions, reflection
e A growing sense of awe
e A search for understanding of ourselves

Spiritual Development
Spiritual development might be recognised in the extent to which pupils display personal beliefs and have the ability to express them. Pupils
should also develop their understanding of the way that beliefs influence their lives and behaviour.

Collective worship has an important part to play in providing opportunities for pupils to focus on matters ‘of the spirit’ Within Collective
Worship, ‘spirituality’ has to do with:

e awareness of the self;

e awareness of all that is not the self;

e the purpose and meaning of life;

e delight in the strangeness and wonder contained even in the commonest things of daily life;

e sensitivity to change, suffering and the processes of life; values in action.
(Bristol SACRE guidance on Collective Worship 2012)

Organisation of Collective worship in Glenfrome Primary School
o The timetable for collective worship is distributed to staff termly.
o A theme linked to the PSHE curriculum as well as our school values and learning powers is planned.
e Pupils should assemble and enter the hall in an orderly, quiet manner accompanied by their class teacher or teaching assistant.
o During COVID restrictions (or similar), Collective Worship may be pre-recorded and shared within children’s own classrooms.

Inclusive Collective worship
At Glenfrome Primary School, all acts of collective worship are fully inclusive and reflect the commitment the whole community has to
inclusion. This is achieved by:
o Fostering a sense of community within the school as well as a sense of shared values, identity, perception and outlook.
o Acknowledging diversity by having, "regard to the family background ages and aptitudes of the pupils” (ERA 1998)
o Being pupil centered, related to pupil's own experiences and relevant to pupil's concerns.
o Being well planned to ensure that a variety of approaches and themes are delivered sensitively.
e Drawing upon practices within faith communities, which enrich collective worship without undermining personal integrity and response.
e Encouraging and providing the opportunity for all pupils to take an active part in collective worship.
e Encouraging empathy and sharing of feelings and values
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Some acts of collective worship will involve pupils as active participants

From time to time visitors will be invited to school (or via video link) to join in acts of collective worship.

Religious artifacts may be used at times as a stimulus either linked to a festival or as a starting point.

Literature may be used from a range of texts (for example sacred texts, fiction, biographies and poetry).

Assemblies will be used to celebrate achievements and special occasions in respect of individuals, the school and the wider community.
Drama may be used at times as a stimulus

There will be an opportunity within each act of collective worship for reflection about the topic.

The Legal Requirement

All pupils should take part in daily Collective Worship, although parents can withdraw their children if they wish

There may be a single act of worship or separate acts for pupils in different age groups

Collective worship must be appropriate having regard to the family backgrounds, ages and aptitudes of the pupils.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship (see below).

Teachers are not to be discriminated against on the grounds of their religious opinions or practice in participating or not participating in
acts of worship

Responsibility for arranging school worship rests with the head teacher after consultation with the governing body.

The 1988 Education Reform Act states that:

The majority of Acts of Worship should be "wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character” and should 'reflect the broad traditions
of Christian belief" - but that they should be non-denominational. Materials from non-Christian traditions can also be included in acts of
collective worship, but they should not predominate.

Regard must be given to pupil’s ages, aptitude and family background.

Collective worship must be daily for all registered pupils.

Parents have a right to withdraw their children from collective worship if they wish.

Collective worship can be at any time of the school day, not necessarily at the start of the day.

Collective worship can be in whatever grouping the school wishes as long as the grouping is not created specifically for the purpose of
collective worship.

No member of staff can be obliged to lead or take an active part in collective worship. However, staff may reasonably be requested to
attend the non-worship element of school assemblies for administrative purposes.

Provides for moments of wonder

Helps to establish and reinforce the school's ethos

Provides a shared experience for facing the more difficult or harsher realities of life.

Celebrates success

Helps us consider our response to success and failure honestly and sensitively

Is relevant to the lives of those present

Gives the opportunity for personal reflection

Allows active participation

Is memorable and enjoyable

Allows those, who wish to, an opportunity to worship.

The right to withdraw from Collective Worship

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from attending an act or acts of Collective Worship. Parents should make their wishes known

to the head teacher who will arrange that any pupils who are withdrawn will be supervised appropriately during the acts of Collective

Worship. Schools should ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from Collective Worship are aware of the programme and

its intention to be open to and respectful of all pupils’ personal beliefs. They should be given the opportunity to discuss this, if they wish. If

parent and the school agree that the pupil should be allowed to remain physically present during the Collective Worship but not take part in

it, nothing in the law prevents this. The school may also wish to review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents.
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