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Marking Policy 

Date adopted:  23rd February 2016 

 

 

History of most recent policy reviews 

Date Page Next review 
date 

 

Who is 
responsible? 

23.02.16  23.02.19 S&A 

01.07.19  01.07.2021 S&A 

02.02.22 1 – change to provide feedback to include 
‘next steps’ and ‘time to respond to 
marking’.  Changed learning focus to ‘clear 
learning objective and outcome’.  Changed 
star and wish to ‘highlighting and wish’.  
Added in ‘planning opportunities’ for self 
and peer assessment.  2 – took some 
working out to make clear that if children 
are peer assessing they should initial in the 
book to show this.  Added that when a wish 
is written, ‘children will respond’. 3 - section 
about spelling correction has been taken 
from symbol section and expanded to make 
the spelling correction policy clearer. 

  

19.04.24 Taken out:  Children may POG books into 
coloured boxes at the end of a lesson as 
another form of self-assessment 
 
The wish will be obvious to the child as it 
will link to a highlighted area in the 

19.04.26  
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learning.  Children will be given specific 
time to respond to the marking. 
Taken out the need to write spellings at the 
back of the book. 
 
Teachers will use a range of marking 
suggestions (see above) and only will deep 
mark extended pieces of writing that 
specifically contribute to the final outcome.  
The final independent write will not be deep 
marked but will instead have a positive 
comment. 
 
Specifically marking own learning in maths. 
 
 

18.11.24 Marking codes added to ensure feedback is 
given daily by teachers during writing 
lessons and can be actions promptly by 
children.  
Codes given are taken from the new ETIW 
checklists so children are aware of what 
they mean and saves teachers time when 
marking.  
Added expectation to use pink highlighter 
daily to show where children are meeting 
learning objective.  
This replaces the ‘deep marking’ as now 
each piece of writing should be coded and 
highlighted. 
Changed expectations around wishes. 
Wishes to be given as and when needed and 
if it’s a greater piece of feedback, beyond 
what codes can do.  
Emphasised how feedback should be given 
during the lesson and verbal feedback is 
used alongside marking codes.  
 
e.g. “I’ve noticed you have missed some 
capital letters at the beginning of your 
sentences. Add them in.” Teacher will then 
use code CL to show this in the child’s book. 
They will then add with purple pen.  
 
Maths Marking: 
Teacher to mark one reasoning answer a 
week.  
 
Correct and practise number formation 
when it is incorrect.  
 
1 wish per unit.  

18.11.26  
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Glenfrome Primary School Feedback and Marking: Policy and Guidelines 

Written to support our transition into the mastery model of teaching and learning, adopted January 26th 2016. 

Rationale 

At Glenfrome Primary School we believe that marking and feedback should not only inform the teacher as to 

children’s progress but also enable children to know what they need to do to improve their learning. We 

believe that children should be involved in assessment and marking of their own learning. 

Principles 

We recognise that there are different ways in which marking and feedback can be completed according to the 

learning involved in the lesson and the age or ability of the children. Where possible, feedback should happen 

either during the lesson or as soon as possible after the lesson in which the learning has taken place. Children 

should be given the opportunity to respond to feedback.  

Objectives 

We see the purpose of marking and feedback is to: 

• Inform the teacher of a child’s progress and needs for future planning 

• Provide feedback to a child about their current learning, provide next steps and challenge  

• Demonstrate the value of a child’s learning 

• Allow time for self-assessment, where children can recognise their difficulties and mistakes and 

encourage them to accept help and guidance from others to respond to marking  

All teachers will endeavour to make their marking and feedback effective and consistent by: 

• Ensuring that all lessons have a clear learning objective and outcome 

• Highlighting the LO to indicate where the learning outcome has been met/ not met 

• Using symbols to identify areas for improvement.  

• Providing regular time for children to respond to marking and feedback and make corrections or 

improvements (DIRT) 

• Planning opportunities for self and peer assessment to evaluate learning.  Peers to initial their 

partner’s work. 

Guidelines 

• General 

o Teachers will use green pens to mark learning and will model the school’s handwriting policy 

(PenPals) 

o Only class teachers are expected to give detailed feedback. 

o PPA  and internal cover person’s initials should be written on each piece of work.  If the adult 

is an outside supply teacher, the word supply or ST plus initials should be written. PPA, 

internal cover or supply teachers will ensure that they feed back to class teachers about the 

learning either verbally or by annotating on plans. 
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A range of strategies for providing feedback will be used. These include:  

 

• Highlighting:  

o Teachers will highlight the learning objective in every lesson, every day using TICKLED PINK 

(showing the objective has been met), GREEN for GROWTH (showing the objective has not 

been met, yet), or ORANGE (indicating where some of the objective has been understood but 

further explanation or support is required). We will call this POG.   

o Highlighting will also be used within a piece of work to identify where the LO has been met or 

needs revising/editing. This will be done every time there is an extended piece of writing but 

not when there is a final, independent write.  

 

• Written feedback 

o Where a more detailed piece of feedback is required, teachers will use provide a wish to 

outline the next steps or provide challenge. A   W   will be used to show this.  

 

• Ticks and Dots 

o Where ticks and dots are used to mark learning, a tick will show something is correct and a dot 

will be used to indicate when something needs to be corrected.  

 

• Verbal feedback 

o When verbal feedback is given, teachers will indicate this on the learning with a   V.  

o Teachers will record what was discussed using the symbols below: 

 

P=punctuation ^ = missing word/ 
phrase 

CL= capital letters S= supported by 
a teacher 
 

              
= spellings 

 

*check it makes 
sense (rewrite at 
the end) 

 

// paragraph  
 

 

•  Self and Peer marking 

o Where there are opportunities designed for children to mark their own learning, they may do 

so by using a green pen using ticks or dots – this is useful in maths specifically. 

o When children mark another child’s learning they will initial it. 

o Children will use the Every Time I Write checklists to edit their own work in purple pen. 

 

• Response to marking and feedback 

o In Years 2 – 6, children will be given the opportunity to respond to all detailed feedback or 

marking 

o Children will respond to teacher’s direct feedback by using a purple pen. 

o In Year R and Year 1, children will be supported to respond appropriately to feedback 
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Spelling Corrections 

o Spellings will be highlighted in the child’s writing by the use of a wiggly line  

o Spellings highlighted will relate to child’s age/phase/stage of learning – 3 maximum number of 

spellings highlighted in one piece of learning  

o Spellings will be corrected and written underneath the child’s writing or in the margin or if age 

appropriate a dictionary will be used to correct the spelling independently.  

o Children will copy the corrected spelling word and write it three times 

Phase 1 (Reception and Year 1) use the following symbols and highlight in pink/green as per above. 

• Teachers to correct number formation when incorrect formation is seen. Children to write incorrect 

numbers 3 times in book.  

• Teachers mark one reasoning question a week to ensure children are answering using mathematical 

vocabulary and sentence stems taught.  

• The use of 1 wish per unit of work which challenges/ provides a model or scaffolds the next steps for 

the learner. These need to be responded to in DIRT time.  


